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undeserved  poverty is sometimes  abandoned to hopeless
ruin.

But, aside from the fact that they are partly one-sided
and partly inadequate, all these maxims are defective, be-
cause they take account only of the material side of existence,
which, ethically regarded, must be merely a means, not an
end in itself.   The same error reversed affects all Utopian
ideals of society, from Thomas More to Bellamy and others.
They depict ideal relationships of property and economics
which are wholly lacking in historical continuity with the
civilisation of to-day.   The fact that in order to bring about
such prodigious changes men themselves must become other
than they are is entirely ignored.    This is an inversion of the
only true causal relation.    Men are not supposed to create
institutions, but institutions are supposed to create men.   Of
course, the social order may produce good as well as evil.
But to develop an order that will produce good,'the forces
in operation must ultimately proceed from individuals.   The
Utopian ideals, however, conflict with personal freedom, which
is the very life-atmosphere of moral development; for they
are conceivable only on the basis of a forcible reconstruction
of things, and hence either frankly pr tacitly introduce the
element of constraint into the description of their ideal.
Thus the ideal, applied to men as they are, is no ideal at
all, but an institution for suppressing all independent moral
impulses.   And it is the very opposite of an ideal for the
ideal man it presupposes, since the reign of force is the most
unpropitious and inadequate form of life that a society of
moral beings can choose for itself.   Thus if the Island of
Utopia should be actually discovered, everyone would wish
to get away from it; the good because they would have no
opportunity to do right on their own motion, and the bad
because even in the future they will prefer liberty to the
house of correction.